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Managerôs Letter 
Welcome to the Ionia Free Fair ï now the largest fair in Michigan scheduled for July 21 -30, 2011.  

Playworld Amusements returns this year with an exciting midway and Super Fun Passes (all day 

ride passes) on sale for only $13 now through July 20.  We invite you to take in one of our 

thrilling grandstand shows with general seating priced at only $10 each if purchased prior to July 

21.  Grandstand entertainment includes a Monster Truck Show, Sprint Cars, UCF Cage Fighting, 

Combine Derby, Great Lakes Invitational Bull Ride, Enduro Derby and two nights of National 

Tractor Pulling (NTPA).   

 
Free entertainment abounds the fair with the ever popular Circus, Antique Village displays, childrenôs specialty acts and 

more. The E! Park Free Stage is scheduled with musical entertainment for all ages in addition to Ionia Idol and the Queen 

Contest.  The Ionia Free Fair proudly showcases youth and open competitive exhibits, livestock and agricultural displays. 

Your participation and support of this area ensures Michiganôs youth will have the knowledge to carry on in an ever 

changing world. 

 

Donôt miss the Ionia Free Fair Grand Opening Parade set for Saturday, July 23 beginning at 11:00AM.  Due to the M-66 

construction project, the parade route will be Main Street through the M-66 intersection and continue west to the rear 

entrance of the grounds.  We encourage patrons to view the parade on West Main Street as ample seating areas are 

available.    

 

Looking forward to seeing you during the ñThe 10 Best Days of Summerò. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bev Clark, Manager 

Ionia Free Fair 

 

Friday - July 29, 2011 at 10am 
Join us in the tent on the Floral Building lawn! 

 
Applications for nominating a candidate for 
ñWoman of the Yearò are available at the fair      
office or on-line at www.ioniafreefair.com 

 
Thanks to the many local merchants who donate door prizes and 
items for the gift bags!  Please contact us if you would like to 

contribute donations to the program. 
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Open daily 10am to 10pm and located in the Floral Building. 
 

    For the óyoung and young at heartô, Antique Village invites you to enjoy the nostalgia of ódays gone byô with their free 

mini museum.  Interesting and fun displays of yesteryear include: 

 

Harley's Garage: Lots of Ford tools and parts, including a converted Model T engine.   

Mel's Old Crank Shop: Great hands on - corn shellers, apple peelers, nut crackers, cherry pitters and more. 

Made in Ionia: Featuring businesses and products made in Ionia.  

Old Time General Store: Before the big grocery store. 

Historical Societies from Ionia County: With special displays. 

Christmas Room: Detailed trees of yesteryear. 

Childrenôs Room: Simpler times in a childôs world. 

Agricultural tools and implements: You will get an idea of how hard simple tasks used to be. 

Model Train: Working train display  

Ionia Free Fairôs Floriculture Department entries will be displayed throughout Antique Village. 

  
FREE DEMONSTRATIONS 

Friday  July 22rd  1pm to 6:30pm         Quilting                                 Gladys Stout     

                                               1pm to 4pm                  Tatting                                           Amanda Ford & Miriam Gregg 

                                                      

Saturday          July 23rd          1pm to 4pm              Knitting and Crocheting                 Pat Thomas & Jean Kuhlman                                            

 

Monday           July 25th           10pm to 6pm         Do Nothing Machine 

                                                1pm to 4pm           Basket Weaving                              Linda Dowker & Janet Leak 

                                       

Tuesday          July 26th           10pm to 6pm         Do Nothing Machine 

                                                 1pm to 4pm           Chair Caning                                    Tina Cilley 

                                                 1pm to 4pm           Bobbin Lace Making                        Fran Morris                                 

 

Wednesday     July 27th             1pm to 4:30pm          Hammer Dulcimer Player                 Jerry Kloock 

                                                  1pm to 4:30pm          Penny Rug Maker                             Peg Kloock  

                                                 1pm to 4:30pm          Chair Caning                                     Tina Cilley 

                                                  1pm to 4pm           Sheep Shearing /grooming wool       Phil & Betty Shetterly 

 

Thursday        July 28th             All Day              Woodwright / Cooper Smith             Rex VanHorne 

                                                   1pm to 4pm          Bobbin Lace Making                        Fran Morris                      
                                                   4pm to 7pm  Grand RiverWood Carvers                              

 

Friday             July 29th           All Day               Woodwright / Cooper Smith  Rex VanHorne 

                                                  1pm to 6pm           Painting                                            Alice Lassner (students) 

 

Saturday         July 30th            All Day               Woodwright / Cooper Smith             Rex VanHorne 

                                                  1pm to 6pm           Painting                                             Alice Lassner (students)                                       
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FREE ENTERTAINMENT AND EVENTS 

Friday            July 22nd         7pm to 9:30pm        Guitar/ country vocals                  Donna Hyland 

 

Saturday        July 23rd          2pm         Heritage Family Day Reception honoring the Fred Chapman Family                                                                                       

           7pm to 9:30pm            Bluegrass / father-son team          Family Traditions 

 

Sunday          July 24th         4pm to 5pm        Ionia County Farm Bureau Ice Cream Social  

          5:30pm to 6pm       Church Service with Pastor Larry Brown, First Methodist Church 

                 6pm to 6:30pm                  Old time hymn sing with Thelma Walkington on keyboard      
                                                  7pm to 9pm                 Gospel Group                               Olde Time Gospel                                                                                      

             

Monday        July 25th        8:30am         Senior Citizens Day Model T Rides         

          7pm to 9:30pm                   Country Music                             Country Legends 

 

Tuesday        July 26th            Noon to 8pm                      Classic Car Show 

                    6pm to 8pm          Classic Car Show   

Wednesday   July 27th                7pm to 9:30pm                   Variety                                        Three Husbands on the Loose 

 

Thursday      July 28th                 7pm to 9:30pm                   Country Music                             T.J. Evans Band 

 
Friday           July 29th                 7pm to 9:30pm                   Country Music                            Norm & Lois Gage 

  

 

2011 Ionia Free Fair Livestock Exhibition 

Requirements to Exhibit and Sell 

 
¶ All exhibitors are required to purchase their parking passes.  Parking passes are $15.00 when purchased on the entry form. 

(Limited to 3 per family at the reduced rate.) After that they will be sold at the regular price of $22.00 each. 

¶ Each species of livestock will be entered on a SEPERATE LIVESTOCK ENTRY FORM located at the end of each 

department. 

¶ Animals exhibited at the Ionia Free Fair should not be treated without prior permission from an examining veterinarian.  A 

detailed medical record (in triplicate) is required if animals are treated.  One copy to owner, one to superintendent, and one 

with the attending veterinarian. 

¶ The Ionia Free Fair reserves the right to pro-rate premiums if funding is not received from the State of Michigan or if Fair 
receipts are insufficient to pay expenses. Please contact your State Representative to let them know how important these 

programs are to our community. 

¶ Deadline for all livestock entries is June 30, 2011. 
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General Health Requirements  
Livestock with clinical signs of infestious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, 

or exposition, or by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises . The Ionia Free Fair will follow the health 

requirements for livestock exhibition in Michigan. Copies available upon request from the Ionia Free Fair office. 

 

Native Michigan Livestock 

Cattle 
All cattle moving to a show, sale or exhibition are required to have an official Radio Frequency Identification (RFID Tag).  

Official USDA ear tags can be obtained by calling the Tag Hotline at (866) 870-5136.  NOTE: Market Animals Must have 
RFID tag. 

Bovine Tuberculosis Modified Accredited Zone        

¶ Includes Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet, Montmorency, Oscoda, Otsego, & 

Presque Isle counties, and those portions of Iosco & Ogemaw counties north of the southern most boundaries of the 

Huron National Forest and the Au Sable State Forest. 

¶ Must verify exhibitor has a movement permit for their animal. 

¶ Cattle & Goats from within the Modified Accredited Zone must be identified with RFID Electronic Ear Tag prior to 

movement. 

¶ Verify they follow the requirements for movement within the Modified Accredited Zone OR  

¶ Verify they follow the requirements for movement into the Modified Accredited Advance Zone. 

Modified Accredited Advance Zone   

¶ Includes the remainder of Michigan, including the Upper Peninsula 

¶ Must verify animal has official RFID Tag. 

¶ No further requirements for movement within the Modified Accredited Advanced Zone. 

 

 

Equine 
¶ Must test negative to Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA-Coggins) test for ALL horses and other equidae and to verify 

negative EIA test. 

¶ Results must be within the calendar year.  December 1, 2010 - December 31, 2011. 

 

 

Sheep and Goats 
¶ Must verify sheep and goats have official USDA Scrapie program tag prior to movement off farm. 

2011 EXHIBITION REQUIREMENTS QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

ATTENTION EXHIBITORS! 
Animals exhibited at the Ionia Free Fair should not be treated without prior permission from an examining veterinarian.  A 

detailed medical record (in triplicate) is required if animals are treated.  One copy to owner, one to superintendent, and one 

with the attending veterinarian. 

http://www.michiganfairs.org/files/ExReqSum_2010.pdf 

http://www.michiganfairs.org/files/ExReqSum_2010.pdf
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Swine 
¶ Must provide shipping for all swine. 

¶ Must have official identification. 

¶ Swine shall be individually identified by official identification by an official ear tag or tattoo which includes the United States 

Department of Agriculture code from the state of origin or, only for registered swine accompanied by registration papers, by ear 

notches, or other identification approved by MDA. 

¶ Verify they follow the requirements for pseudorabies.  (No in-state swine require pseudorabies testing.) 

 

Poultry 
¶ Must verify they follow the requirements for pullorum-typhoid testing. 

¶ Must check documentation of birds originating from a certified NPIP flock. 

 

Cervidae 
¶ Official Identification: 

¶ Official identification ear tag which has been approved by the director and is issued by the USDA      (Official USDA ear tags can 

be obtained by calling the Tag Hotline @ (866) 870-5136)  OR Registered breed tattoo accompanied by breed registration papers. 

¶ Verify they follow the requirements for tuberculosis 

 
 

Important Information  
¶ All required documents must accompany animal to the fairgrounds. 

¶ Any animals failing to meet the above requirements will NOT be allowed to remain                                            on the Ionia Free 

Fair premise. 

¶ For rules and guidelines for out of state livestock, please contact the Ionia Free Fair office at 616-527-1310. 

¶ Livestock exhibitors must be in compliance with animal health requirements as defined by the Michigan   Department of Agricul-

ture.  Please refer to the following web site for the requirements. 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mda/ExReq_225448_7.pdf  or www.michigan.gov/mda-exhibitinfo  

 
The last major change in the regulation is the date to determine the age of an exhibitor. The regulation now    defines that the age is 

determined as of January 1 of the fair year. 

2011 EXHIBITION REQUIREMENTS QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE, cont. 

6 

http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mda/ExReq_225448_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/mda-exhibitinfo
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Cattle  

 ¶ IBR, BVDV, PI-3, BRSV (Modified live preferred) 

¶ Clostridium (7-way) 

¶ Mannheimia/Pasteurella 

      (Vaccine needs to contain toxoid component) 

¶ Haemophilus somnus 

¶ Leptospirosis 

Swine  

 ¶ Erysipelas 

¶ Swine influenza virus 

¶ Actinobacillus pleuropneumoniae - APP 

¶ Rhinitis 

Sheep/Goats  

 ¶ Clostridiun C/D 

¶ Sore mouth - Contagious ecthyma 

¶ Caseous lymphadenitis 

Equine  

 ¶ Tetanus toxoid 

¶ Encephalitis - Nile virus 

¶ EEE, WEE, VEE 

¶ West Nile virus 

¶ Rhinopneumonitis 

¶ Equine influenza 

Compiled by the Michigan State University, College of Veterinary Medicine 

Vaccines are a tool to help reduce the risk of animals developing a disease should they be exposed to a disease causing 

virus or bacteria.  It should be kept in mind that vaccines are not 100% effective and that proper animal husbandry is 

essential to further reduce the risk of disease.  This includes proper nutrition, clean fresh water, good ventilation, 

comfortable housing and biosecurity practices.  By combining good husbandry and vaccination, the risk of an animal 
getting sick from an infectious disease can be reduced. 

 

Vaccinations must be tailored based on species, specific needs, and disease problems.  The following vaccination 

recommendations are meant only to serve as a basic starting place.  It is highly recommended that a veterinarian be 

consulted to determine the best vaccination programs for individual animals, herds and livestock exhibits. 

 

**Because vaccines require time to develop immunity in the animal, vaccination protocols should be completed 2 - 3 

weeks prior to the time of exhibition. 

7 
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Poultry 

All chickens, whether they go to fairs or not, should be vaccinated for Marekôs disease.  This is 
usually done at the hatchery, but only if the owner requests it.  The disease that causes the 
most problems at fairs is Infectious Laryngotracheitis.  The problem is that some people 
vaccinate their birds for this disease and others donôt.  When they co-mingle vaccinated and 
non-vaccinated birds, the birds that were vaccinated shed the virus and it can cause clinical 

**If you have any questions on the above recommendations, please call the department 
superintendent listed for the questioned species.  Superintendent contact information is 
located at the beginning of each department. 

Some general guidelines to reduce the risk of vaccine failure: 
 
> Work with your veterinarian to determine what vaccines to use and the best time to 

administer them; 
> Handle vaccines with care.  Improper handling can quickly inactivate vaccines: 

> Read the label and follow the instructions for: 

< All vaccines must be stored at refrigeration temperature 
< All vaccines should not be frozen 
< All vaccines should not be heated 
< All vaccines should not be exposed to UV light (sunshine!) 
< Once mixed, modified-live vaccines should be used in less than 4 hours 

< Never enter a vaccine bottle with a dirty needle 
< Do not use disinfectants on needles or syringes used for vaccinations 
< Never mix vaccines 

< Timing of administration 
< Number of doses 
< Amount to give 
< Route of administration 
< Special precautions (i.e. not to be used in pregnant cows) 

** Denotes information added by the Ionia Free Fair. 
 
Information courtesy of the Michigan State University, College of Veterinary Medicine 

8 



DEPARTMENT- 14 FFA 
Jason Griffith 
1979 Guernsey  
Lyons, MI 48851 
616-902-0468 
Susann Young-Saranac FFA 
Dennis Ackerson-Lakewood FFA                       
Jason Griffith-Ionia FFA 
Kate Fuerstein-Belding FFA 

  

New Location in Livestock Barn! 

SECTION 1 - CROPS  Cont. 

CROP  (Peck Samples) 
Prizes: Ribbons for A, B, C 

3101. Barley (1 peck) 

3102. Field Beans (any variety) (1 peck) 

3103. Corn (10 ears) 

3104. Oats (1 peck) 

3105. Early Potatoes (12 tubers) 

3106.  Late Potatoes (12 tubers) 

3107.  Wheat (1 peck) 

3108.  Shelled Corn (1 peck) 

3109. Soy Beans (1 peck) 

3110.  Rye (1 peck) 

3111. Popcorn (10 ears) 

3112. Speltz (1 peck) 

3113. Buckwheat 

3114. Decorative Corn (10 ears) 

3115. Colored Beans (1 peck) 

3116. Any other crop 

  

FFA 1 

Saturday July 23 
 

Entries accepted 
12 noonð2:00 PM 

Monday  July 25 
 

Judging will begin  
 at 9:00 AM 

Saturday July 30 
 

Entries released 
at 8:00 PM 

Wednesday July 27 
 

Tractor Driving Contest 
at 1:00PM 

area near Youth Building 

  

This department is open to students enrolled in Agriculture 
Education in High School during the preceding school year. 
Crops must have been grown during the present growing 
season except for corn and beans, which ripen later in the 
season.  
 
All entries must be in place between 12 Noon and 2 pm on 
first Saturday of fair.  All entries free.  Ribbons will be awarded 
for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd places. 
 
Judging will begin Monday of fair week at 9 am.  All crops and 
sheaves exhibited by FFA members must come from project 
work, which has been supervised by the Ag Ed Teacher.  FFA 
members must complete entry blanks entering livestock 
under the same rules, which govern 4-H Club members.  
Each member must care for and show their own livestock 
exhibit.  All entries will be released at 8 pm on the last 
Saturday of the fair.  The importation of swine vaccinated for 
pseudorabies is prohibited except upon a special permit 
issued by the director.  Each FFA member will be allowed to 
enter only one entry in each crop class in Division I.  Exhibits 
will be judged on the Danish System.  Crop samples must be 
within two inches of the top Standard Michigan grain box, 
when stood on end.  The Ionia Free Fair is not responsible for 
the loss or destruction of any exhibit prior to, during or after 
the fair. 

SECTION 1 - CROPS  

EDUCATIONAL EXHIBITS 
Prizes: Ribbons for A, B, C 
Educational exhibits are to be developed and constructed by 
members of FFA Chapters. Each exhibit should be based on 

one or more major objectives of some aspect of agriculture.  

3100. Educational exhibit - to consist of charts, pictures and 
specimen material to cover five (5) feet of wall and 
table space. 

  

Exhibitors are required to purchase a one day 
parking pass at the reduced rate of only $3.00 
at the time of entering their exhibit or project. 
This pass will be good for any one day of fair 
scheduled for July 21-30.  By purchasing your 
pass, you are saving $3.00 over the regular 
price.  Exhibitors may purchase an Exhibitor 
Season Parking Pass for only $15.00, good 
for all 10 days.  By purchasing an exhibitor 
season parking pass you save $7.00.  Parking 
fee proceeds are directed to facility            
maintenance and enhancements. 



SECTION 2 - LIVESTOCK 
 All FFA members will show livestock in competition with 
4-H club member, subjects to rules of Dept. 18.  

  

SECTION 3 - TRACTOR DRIVING CONTEST 
FFA Members - Wednesday, July 28  @ 1:00 p.m.  
Area near Youth Building 
 
Contestants must use tractors selected by the  
committee.  Contestants must operate tractors in a safe 
manner and at a safe speed at all times.  Judges will 
determine the maximum safe operating speed.  Scoring 
will be done by ñPoints Penaltyò system.  The contestant 
with the lowest total score will be declared the winner. 
FFA members must have been enrolled in Agricultural 
Education in Ionia County Schools during the preceding 
school year.  
A time limit set by the judges will be enforced. 
 
Awards as follows:  
Prizes: 1st, 2nd, 3rd places - trophy 
             4th & 5th places - rosettes 
Senior Members (11th - 12th grades the previous year) 
Junior Members    (9th - 10th grades the previous year)  

SECTION 4 - CHILDREN’S BARNYARD 
Located in the Red Quonset  

Sponsored by Stahlin Industries 

A place for parents to take children to see, touch and 
become acquainted with farm animals.  Many of 
these farm animals are not too common on Michigan 
farms today.  Therefore, many parents seem to enjoy 
the tour throughout the Childrenôs Barnyard as much 
as the children do.  This is a project sponsored jointly 
by the FFA Chapters of Belding, Ionia, Lakewood and 
Saranac.  Members take turns in feeding and caring 
for these farm animals during the week.  Entries are 
to be in place by 12:00 Noon on Saturday, July 23. 
Entries will be released at 8:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
July 30. 

3130. Dairy Calves 

3131. Beef Calves 

3132. Rabbits 

3133. Baby Chicks 

3134. Any other 

3135. Feeder Pigs 

3136. Feeder Lambs 

3137. Ponies 

3138. Goats 

FFA 2 

SECTION 1 - CROPS  Cont. 

GRAIN SHEAVES 
Entries will be accepted for sheaves from ripened grain 
grown during the present growing season.  All sheaves 
must be tied securely and be TWO INCHES IN 
DIAMETER below the heads.  
Entries not meeting size requirements will be 
disqualified.  FFA members are encouraged to enter 
forage crops under the cured hay section of Department 
No. 13 Farm and Garden Crops.  

3117. Barley 

3118.  Oats 

3119. Wheat 

3120. Rye 



Dept. Section Class # Class Description  

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

14    

Please use a separate form for each department.  
ALL ARTICLES ARE ENTERED AT OWNERS RISK 

. 

Ionia Free Fair  

Department 14 FFA Open Class Entry Form 
 

Pre-entry is required 
Deadline is June 30, 2011 

FFA 3 

Number of Exhibitor Season Parking Passes________ x $15.00 
Limit of 3 

 

Number of Exhibitor Daily Parking Passes___________ x $3.00 
Limit of 2 

 

Total Enclosed With Entry Form:  

ATTENTION EXHIBITORS! 
Animals exhibited at the Ionia 
Free Fair should not be treated 
without prior permission from an 
examining veterinarian.   
 
A detailed medical record (in 
triplicate) is required if animals 
are treated.  One copy to owner, 
one to superintendent, and one 
with the attending veterinarian. 

 
Name________________________________________________________ 
 
Address______________________________________________________ 
 
City________________________________  Zip Code_________________ 
 
Telephone_______________________ EïMail:______________________ 
 
Youth Age:________________________  1st Time Exhibitor?   YES     NO 
 
Date_____________________ 

       ** All exhibitors are required to purchase parking passes, price will increase after entry deadline!! 

Fill out and mail to:  
Ionia Free Fair   
PO Box 96  

 Ionia, MI 48846  


