
     

"The 10 Best Days of Summeró 

 July 21 -30, 2011  

Exhibitor 

Handbook 

2011  



Managerôs Letter 
Welcome to the Ionia Free Fair ï now the largest fair in Michigan scheduled for July 21 -30, 2011.  

Playworld Amusements returns this year with an exciting midway and Super Fun Passes (all day 

ride passes) on sale for only $13 now through July 20.  We invite you to take in one of our 

thrilling grandstand shows with general seating priced at only $10 each if purchased prior to July 

21.  Grandstand entertainment includes a Monster Truck Show, Sprint Cars, UCF Cage Fighting, 

Combine Derby, Great Lakes Invitational Bull Ride, Enduro Derby and two nights of National 

Tractor Pulling (NTPA).   

 
Free entertainment abounds the fair with the ever popular Circus, Antique Village displays, childrenôs specialty acts and 

more. The E! Park Free Stage is scheduled with musical entertainment for all ages in addition to Ionia Idol and the Queen 

Contest.  The Ionia Free Fair proudly showcases youth and open competitive exhibits, livestock and agricultural displays. 

Your participation and support of this area ensures Michiganôs youth will have the knowledge to carry on in an ever 

changing world. 

 

Donôt miss the Ionia Free Fair Grand Opening Parade set for Saturday, July 23 beginning at 11:00AM.  Due to the M-66 

construction project, the parade route will be Main Street through the M-66 intersection and continue west to the rear 

entrance of the grounds.  We encourage patrons to view the parade on West Main Street as ample seating areas are 

available.    

 

Looking forward to seeing you during the ñThe 10 Best Days of Summerò. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Bev Clark, Manager 

Ionia Free Fair 
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Friday - July 29, 2011 at 10am 
Join us in the tent on the Floral Building lawn! 

 
Applications for nominating a candidate for 
ñWoman of the Yearò are available at the fair      
office or on-line at www.ioniafreefair.com 

 
Thanks to the many local merchants who donate door prizes and 
items for the gift bags!  Please contact us if you would like to 

contribute donations to the program. 

 



Connie Scheurer, Treasurer 

Dennis Arnold, Vice President 

Bev Clark, Manager 

Honorable Mayor Daniel Balice 

Sarah Jones Larry Listerman 

Ronald Possehn 

Ken McKee, President 
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Clare Colwell,  Secretary 

Laurie Tjalsma 
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Open daily 10am to 10pm and located in the Floral Building. 
 

    For the óyoung and young at heartô, Antique Village invites you to enjoy the nostalgia of ódays gone byô with their free 

mini museum.  Interesting and fun displays of yesteryear include: 

 

Harley's Garage: Lots of Ford tools and parts, including a converted Model T engine.   

Mel's Old Crank Shop: Great hands on - corn shellers, apple peelers, nut crackers, cherry pitters and more. 

Made in Ionia: Featuring businesses and products made in Ionia.  

Old Time General Store: Before the big grocery store. 

Historical Societies from Ionia County: With special displays. 

Christmas Room: Detailed trees of yesteryear. 

Childrenôs Room: Simpler times in a childôs world. 

Agricultural tools and implements: You will get an idea of how hard simple tasks used to be. 

Model Train: Working train display  

Ionia Free Fairôs Floriculture Department entries will be displayed throughout Antique Village. 

  
FREE DEMONSTRATIONS 

Friday  July 22rd  1pm to 6:30pm         Quilting                                 Gladys Stout     

                                               1pm to 4pm                  Tatting                                           Amanda Ford & Miriam Gregg 

                                                      

Saturday          July 23rd          1pm to 4pm              Knitting and Crocheting                 Pat Thomas & Jean Kuhlman                                            

 

Monday           July 25th           10pm to 6pm         Do Nothing Machine 

                                                1pm to 4pm           Basket Weaving                              Linda Dowker & Janet Leak 

                                       

Tuesday          July 26th           10pm to 6pm         Do Nothing Machine 

                                                 1pm to 4pm           Chair Caning                                    Tina Cilley 

                                                 1pm to 4pm           Bobbin Lace Making                        Fran Morris                                 

 

Wednesday     July 27th             1pm to 4:30pm          Hammer Dulcimer Player                 Jerry Kloock 

                                                  1pm to 4:30pm          Penny Rug Maker                             Peg Kloock  

                                                 1pm to 4:30pm          Chair Caning                                     Tina Cilley 

                                                  1pm to 4pm           Sheep Shearing /grooming wool       Phil & Betty Shetterly 

 

Thursday        July 28th             All Day              Woodwright / Cooper Smith             Rex VanHorne 

                                                   1pm to 4pm          Bobbin Lace Making                        Fran Morris                      
                                                   4pm to 7pm  Grand RiverWood Carvers                              

 

Friday             July 29th           All Day               Woodwright / Cooper Smith  Rex VanHorne 

                                                  1pm to 6pm           Painting                                            Alice Lassner (students) 

 

Saturday         July 30th            All Day               Woodwright / Cooper Smith             Rex VanHorne 

                                                  1pm to 6pm           Painting                                             Alice Lassner (students)                                       

     

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FREE ENTERTAINMENT AND EVENTS 

Friday            July 22nd         7pm to 9:30pm        Guitar/ country vocals                  Donna Hyland 

 

Saturday        July 23rd          2pm         Heritage Family Day Reception honoring the Fred Chapman Family                                                                                       

           7pm to 9:30pm            Bluegrass / father-son team          Family Traditions 

 

Sunday          July 24th         4pm to 5pm        Ionia County Farm Bureau Ice Cream Social  

          5:30pm to 6pm       Church Service with Pastor Larry Brown, First Methodist Church 

                 6pm to 6:30pm                  Old time hymn sing with Thelma Walkington on keyboard      
                                                  7pm to 9pm                 Gospel Group                               Olde Time Gospel                                                                                      

             

Monday        July 25th        8:30am         Senior Citizens Day Model T Rides         

          7pm to 9:30pm                   Country Music                             Country Legends 

 

Tuesday        July 26th            Noon to 8pm                      Classic Car Show 

                    6pm to 8pm          Classic Car Show   

Wednesday   July 27th                7pm to 9:30pm                   Variety                                        Three Husbands on the Loose 

 

Thursday      July 28th                 7pm to 9:30pm                   Country Music                             T.J. Evans Band 

 
Friday           July 29th                 7pm to 9:30pm                   Country Music                            Norm & Lois Gage 

  

 

2011 Ionia Free Fair Livestock Exhibition 

Requirements to Exhibit and Sell 

 
¶ All exhibitors are required to purchase their parking passes.  Parking passes are $15.00 when purchased on the entry form. 

(Limited to 3 per family at the reduced rate.) After that they will be sold at the regular price of $22.00 each. 

¶ Each species of livestock will be entered on a SEPERATE LIVESTOCK ENTRY FORM located at the end of each 

department. 

¶ Animals exhibited at the Ionia Free Fair should not be treated without prior permission from an examining veterinarian.  A 

detailed medical record (in triplicate) is required if animals are treated.  One copy to owner, one to superintendent, and one 

with the attending veterinarian. 

¶ The Ionia Free Fair reserves the right to pro-rate premiums if funding is not received from the State of Michigan or if Fair 
receipts are insufficient to pay expenses. Please contact your State Representative to let them know how important these 

programs are to our community. 

¶ Deadline for all livestock entries is June 30, 2011. 
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General Health Requirements  
Livestock with clinical signs of infestious, contagious, or toxicological disease shall be removed from the fair, exhibition, 

or exposition, or by permission of the director, shall be isolated on the premises . The Ionia Free Fair will follow the health 

requirements for livestock exhibition in Michigan. Copies available upon request from the Ionia Free Fair office. 

 

Native Michigan Livestock 

Cattle 
All cattle moving to a show, sale or exhibition are required to have an official Radio Frequency Identification (RFID Tag).  

Official USDA ear tags can be obtained by calling the Tag Hotline at (866) 870-5136.  NOTE: Market Animals Must have 
RFID tag. 

Bovine Tuberculosis Modified Accredited Zone        

¶ Includes Alcona, Alpena, Antrim, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Crawford, Emmet, Montmorency, Oscoda, Otsego, & 

Presque Isle counties, and those portions of Iosco & Ogemaw counties north of the southern most boundaries of the 

Huron National Forest and the Au Sable State Forest. 

¶ Must verify exhibitor has a movement permit for their animal. 

¶ Cattle & Goats from within the Modified Accredited Zone must be identified with RFID Electronic Ear Tag prior to 

movement. 

¶ Verify they follow the requirements for movement within the Modified Accredited Zone OR  

¶ Verify they follow the requirements for movement into the Modified Accredited Advance Zone. 

Modified Accredited Advance Zone   

¶ Includes the remainder of Michigan, including the Upper Peninsula 

¶ Must verify animal has official RFID Tag. 

¶ No further requirements for movement within the Modified Accredited Advanced Zone. 

 

 

Equine 
¶ Must test negative to Equine Infectious Anemia (EIA-Coggins) test for ALL horses and other equidae and to verify 

negative EIA test. 

¶ Results must be within the calendar year.  December 1, 2010 - December 31, 2011. 

 

 

Sheep and Goats 
¶ Must verify sheep and goats have official USDA Scrapie program tag prior to movement off farm. 

2011 EXHIBITION REQUIREMENTS QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE 

ATTENTION EXHIBITORS! 
Animals exhibited at the Ionia Free Fair should not be treated without prior permission from an examining veterinarian.  A 

detailed medical record (in triplicate) is required if animals are treated.  One copy to owner, one to superintendent, and one 

with the attending veterinarian. 

http://www.michiganfairs.org/files/ExReqSum_2010.pdf 

http://www.michiganfairs.org/files/ExReqSum_2010.pdf


Swine 
¶ Must provide shipping for all swine. 

¶ Must have official identification. 

¶ Swine shall be individually identified by official identification by an official ear tag or tattoo which includes the United States 

Department of Agriculture code from the state of origin or, only for registered swine accompanied by registration papers, by ear 

notches, or other identification approved by MDA. 

¶ Verify they follow the requirements for pseudorabies.  (No in-state swine require pseudorabies testing.) 

 

Poultry 
¶ Must verify they follow the requirements for pullorum-typhoid testing. 

¶ Must check documentation of birds originating from a certified NPIP flock. 

 

Cervidae 
¶ Official Identification: 

¶ Official identification ear tag which has been approved by the director and is issued by the USDA      (Official USDA ear tags can 

be obtained by calling the Tag Hotline @ (866) 870-5136)  OR Registered breed tattoo accompanied by breed registration papers. 

¶ Verify they follow the requirements for tuberculosis 

 
 

Important Information  
¶ All required documents must accompany animal to the fairgrounds. 

¶ Any animals failing to meet the above requirements will NOT be allowed to remain                                            on the Ionia Free 

Fair premise. 

¶ For rules and guidelines for out of state livestock, please contact the Ionia Free Fair office at 616-527-1310. 

¶ Livestock exhibitors must be in compliance with animal health requirements as defined by the Michigan   Department of Agricul-

ture.  Please refer to the following web site for the requirements. 
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mda/ExReq_225448_7.pdf  or www.michigan.gov/mda-exhibitinfo  

 
The last major change in the regulation is the date to determine the age of an exhibitor. The regulation now    defines that the age is 

determined as of January 1 of the fair year. 

2011 EXHIBITION REQUIREMENTS QUICK REFERENCE GUIDE, cont. 
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Cattle  

 ¶ IBR, BVDV, PI-3, BRSV (Modified live preferred) 

¶ Clostridium (7-way) 

¶ Mannheimia/Pasteurella 

      (Vaccine needs to contain toxoid component) 

¶ Haemophilus somnus 

¶ Leptospirosis 

Swine  

 ¶ Erysipelas 

¶ Swine influenza virus 

¶ Actinobacillus pleuropneumoniae - APP 

¶ Rhinitis 

Sheep/Goats  

 ¶ Clostridiun C/D 

¶ Sore mouth - Contagious ecthyma 

¶ Caseous lymphadenitis 

Equine  

 ¶ Tetanus toxoid 

¶ Encephalitis - Nile virus 

¶ EEE, WEE, VEE 

¶ West Nile virus 

¶ Rhinopneumonitis 

¶ Equine influenza 

Compiled by the Michigan State University, College of Veterinary Medicine 

Vaccines are a tool to help reduce the risk of animals developing a disease should they be exposed to a disease causing 

virus or bacteria.  It should be kept in mind that vaccines are not 100% effective and that proper animal husbandry is 

essential to further reduce the risk of disease.  This includes proper nutrition, clean fresh water, good ventilation, 

comfortable housing and biosecurity practices.  By combining good husbandry and vaccination, the risk of an animal 
getting sick from an infectious disease can be reduced. 

 

Vaccinations must be tailored based on species, specific needs, and disease problems.  The following vaccination 

recommendations are meant only to serve as a basic starting place.  It is highly recommended that a veterinarian be 

consulted to determine the best vaccination programs for individual animals, herds and livestock exhibits. 

 

**Because vaccines require time to develop immunity in the animal, vaccination protocols should be completed 2 - 3 

weeks prior to the time of exhibition. 
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Poultry 

All chickens, whether they go to fairs or not, should be vaccinated for Marekôs disease.  This is 
usually done at the hatchery, but only if the owner requests it.  The disease that causes the 
most problems at fairs is Infectious Laryngotracheitis.  The problem is that some people 
vaccinate their birds for this disease and others donôt.  When they co-mingle vaccinated and 
non-vaccinated birds, the birds that were vaccinated shed the virus and it can cause clinical 

**If you have any questions on the above recommendations, please call the department 
superintendent listed for the questioned species.  Superintendent contact information is 
located at the beginning of each department. 

Some general guidelines to reduce the risk of vaccine failure: 
 
> Work with your veterinarian to determine what vaccines to use and the best time to 

administer them; 
> Handle vaccines with care.  Improper handling can quickly inactivate vaccines: 

> Read the label and follow the instructions for: 

< All vaccines must be stored at refrigeration temperature 
< All vaccines should not be frozen 
< All vaccines should not be heated 
< All vaccines should not be exposed to UV light (sunshine!) 
< Once mixed, modified-live vaccines should be used in less than 4 hours 

< Never enter a vaccine bottle with a dirty needle 
< Do not use disinfectants on needles or syringes used for vaccinations 
< Never mix vaccines 

< Timing of administration 
< Number of doses 
< Amount to give 
< Route of administration 
< Special precautions (i.e. not to be used in pregnant cows) 

** Denotes information added by the Ionia Free Fair. 
 
Information courtesy of the Michigan State University, College of Veterinary Medicine 
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DEPARTMENT- 4 
Livestock Beef Cattle 
Quentin Harwood 
5339 S. State Rd. 
Ionia, MI 48846 
(616) 527-1079 
 

 
Pre-registration is required for pen space.  Registration 
must be received by June 30, 2011 at the Ionia Free 
Fair Office.  There is no entry fee for 2011.  Exhibitor 
parking passes ordered on the entry form will receive 
the discounted price.  Please use the beef entry form 
located at the end of this department.   
 
Exhibitors must furnish all bedding.  Entries will be 
accepted only to capacity of stalls.  All cattle must be 
bonafide property of the exhibitor at the time of making 
entry. 
 

Awards for Sections 1 - 7 will be as follows,  

Championship ribbons. 
 
The management reserves the right to accept or reject 
entirely, partially, or conditionally an entry or application.  
All livestock trailers must be parked in designated area 
only!  All cattle entered except where otherwise 
specified must be eligible to registry in a recognized 
Herd Book. Exhibitors must furnish certificate of registry 
for animals over one year of age and also certificate of 
transfer when not bred by exhibitor if required to do so 
by the Superintendent.  

SECTION 1 - ANGUS SECTION 2 - LIMOUSIN 

SECTION 3 - HEREFORDS  SECTION 4 - SHORTHORNS 

SECTION 5 - MAIN ANJOU SECTION 6 - SIMMENTAL 

SECTION 7 - ALL OTHER BREEDS 

First prize winners only can compete for championship 
prizes. The age of various classes will be computed as 
follows: Senior calves born between September 1 and 
October 31; Winter calves, born between November 1 
and December 31; Junior calves, born after January 1 of 
the year they are being shown. No animals shall be 
shown in more than one section except classes for,   
Get-of-Sire, Produce of Dam, Herd Championship and 
Special classes.  Animals may be shown for both single 
and herd awards.  When only one farm or individual is 
exhibiting in any class, only one award will be given 
according to the merit of the animal shown.  
 
All animals may leave after the show.  Stalls will be left 
presentable (swept).  All animals will be departing from 
the west end of the barn only.  Anyone removing 
livestock from the grounds before release time without 
show management approval is subject to forfeiture of all 
premium money and may be barred from further 
participation in shows in future years. If allowed to 
participate, the following year that exhibitor will be given 
pen or stall space if available only after all other entries 
have been processed.  
 
All cattle exhibited will only be allowed to show in the 
section in which their breed is listed. Tie-out time will not 
be before 9 pm.  Any exhibitor may not receive more 
than one award in pair and group classes.  The cow/calf 
classes are not included in a champion class unless one 
of the animals (the calf) was entered as an individual. 
Fair not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged articles 
prior to, during or after the fair.   

 

Exhibitors are required to purchase a one day parking 
pass at the reduced rate of only $3.00 at the time of 
entering their exhibit or project. This pass will be good 
for any one day of fair scheduled for July 21-30.  By 
purchasing your pass, you are saving $3.00 over the 
regular price.  Exhibitors may purchase an Exhibitor 
Season Parking Pass for only $15.00, good for all 10 
days.  By purchasing an exhibitor season parking pass 
you save $7.00.  Parking fee proceeds are directed to 
facility maintenance and enhancements. 

Livestock Beef Cattle  1 

All livestock needs to be in 
place before noon on  
July 23, 2011. 

 

Show is on Sunday the 24th, 
at 4:00 pm. 



Section Numbers:   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Class Description: Ribbons awarded 1st, 2nd & 3rd places.  Class Numbers  

Two year old bulls, calved between  Jan. 1 and August 31 (two years ago) 125 154 183 212 241 270 299 

Senior yearling bulls, calved between Sept. 1 and Dec. 31 (two years ago) 126 155 184 213 242 270 300 

Junior yearling bulls, calved between Jan. 1 and Feb. 28 (last year) 127 156 185 214 243 271 301 

Spring yearling bulls, calved between March 1 and April 30 (last year)  128 157 186 215 244 272 302 

Early summer yearling bulls, calved between May 1 and June 30 (last year) 129 158 187 216 245 273 303 

Late summer yearling bulls, calved between July 1 and Aug. 31 (last year) 130 159 188 217 246 274 304 

Senior bull calves, calved between Sept. 1 and Oct. 31 (last year) 131 160 189 218 247 276 305 

Winter bull calves, calved between Nov. 1 and Dec. 31 (last year)  132 161 190 219 248 277 306 

Junior bull calves, calved after Jan. 1 (current year)     133 162 191 220 249 278 307 

Grand Champion Bull Premiums:  Rosette 134 163 192 221 250 279 308 

Reserve Grand Champion Bull Premiums:  Rosette  135 164 193 222 251 280 309 

Two bulls bred and owned by exhibitor 136 165 194 223 252 281 310 

Two year old heifers, calved between Jan. 1 and Aug. 31 (2 years ago) 137 166 195 234 253 282 311 

Senior yearling heifers, calved between Sept. 1 and Dec. 31 (2 years ago)  138 167 196 225 254 283 312 

Junior yearling heifers, calved between Jan. 1 and Feb. 28 (last year) 139 168 197 226 255 284 313 

Spring yearling heifers, calved between Mar. 1 and April 30 (last year) 140 169 198 227 256 285 314 

Early summer heifers, calved between May 1 and June 30 (last year) 141 170 199 228 257 286 315 

Late summer yearling heifers, calved between July 1 and Aug. 31 (last year) 142 171 200 229 258 287 316 

Senior heifer calves, calved between  Sept. 1 and Oct. 31 (last year) 143 172 201 230 259 288 317 

Winter heifer calves, calved between   Nov. 1 and Dec. 31 (last year) 144 173 202 231 260 289 318 

Junior heifer calved, calved after  Jan. 1 (current year)   145 174 203 232 261 290 319 

Grand Champion Female Premiums:  Rosette 146 175 204 233 262 291 320 

Reserve Grand Champion Female Premiums: Rosette 147 176 205 234 263 292 321 

Cow-calf, must have been born after Jan. 1 (current year)* 148 177 206 235 264 293 322 

*NOT ELIGIBLE FOR CHAMPIONSHIP CLASSES        

Section Numbers:   1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Class Description: Class Numbers  

Get-of-Sire. Four animals, both sexes represented, all sired by one bull, 
all owned by exhibitor 

149 178 207 236 265 294 323 

Pair of yearlings. One bull from any yearling bull class and one female 
from any yearling heifer class. Both owned by exhibitor. 

150 179 208 237 266 295 324 

Pair of calves, one bull from any bull class and one female from any 
yearling heifer class. Both owned by exhibitor. 

151 180 209 238 267 296 325 

Pair of females, bred and owned by exhibitor   152 181 210 239 268 297 326 

Herd (group of 3). Any three animals, owned by exhibitor shown in 
individual classes (this excludes cows). 

153 182 211 240 269 298 327 

Section 8:  Premiums: Rosette Class Numbers  

Supreme Champion Bull 328       

Supreme Champion Female 329       

Livestock Beef Cattle  2 



SECTION 9 - STEERS 
 
Rules and Regulations:  Exhibitor must have owned steers at least 180 days prior to July 29 (of current year). 
All steers must be sired by a bull of beef breeding.  
 
Weighing of steers will be Saturday July 23 from 9am - 12 pm 
All steers will show together irrespective of breed with classes to be determined by superintendent after animals 
are weighed. There will be approximately 6 to 10 classes. Steers must weigh a minimum of 1000 lbs.  
 
Only Ionia County residents may exhibit steers. Steers will show on Sunday at 5pm following Showmanship 
Classes. 

Awards: 1st - 3rd place ribbons  

331 thru 341 (approximately) according to weight.  

342  Pair of steers. May be shown from a family herd where cattle are owned individually or jointly by 

Awards: Rosettes 

343 Lightweight Champion    

344 Lightweight Reserve Champion    

345 Middleweight Champion    

346  Middleweight Reserve Champion    

347 Heavyweight Champion    

348 Heavyweight Reserve Champion    

349 Grand Champion 

350 Reserve Grand Champion  

Exhibitors are required to purchase a one day parking pass at the reduced rate of only 
$3.00 at the time of entering their exhibit or project. This pass will be good for any one day 
of fair scheduled for July 21-30.  By purchasing your pass, you are saving $3.00 over the 
regular price.  Exhibitors may purchase an Exhibitor Season Parking Pass for only $15.00, 
good for all 10 days.  By purchasing an exhibitor season parking pass you save $7.00.  
Parking fee proceeds are directed to facility maintenance and enhancements. 

Livestock Beef Cattle  3 



Ionia Free Fair  

Department 4 Beef Cattle Entry Form 
 

Pre-entry is required 
Deadline is June 30, 2011 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY!  *Please Fill Out Completely with Section Number and Class Number * 

 

Name________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________ 
 

City_______________________________ Zip Code___________ 
 

Telephone_________________________ E- Mail:_____________ 
 

Date_______________________________ 
 

Section# Class # Class Description:   Additional entry space is available on the back side!  

   

   

   

   

   

9 STEERS  Name/Description of animal.  Weight & Class numbers assigned by fair staff  Weight: Class # 

9    

9    

9    

9    

9    

 
 
Exhibitor releases, indemnifies, saves and holds harmless the Ionia Free Fair Association, its Directors, Employees, 
Officers, and agents from and against any claims by third parties for injuries arising from the exhibition of said livestock.   
 
Signature of Exhibitor:  _____________________________________  

 Number of Exhibitor Season Parking Passes  ______ x $15.00 
Limit of 3 

 

 Number of Exhibitor Daily Parking Passes_______ x $3.00 
Limit of 2 

 

 Total Enclosed With Entry Form:  

** All exhibitors are required to purchase parking passes.  Price WILL increase after entry deadline!! 

ATTENTION EXHIBITORS! 
 

Animals exhibited at the Ionia Free Fair 
should not be treated without prior 
permission from an examining 
veterinarian. 

   
A detailed medical record (in triplicate) 
is required if animals are treated.  One 
copy to owner, one to superintendent, 
and one with the attending veterinarian. 

MAIL w/ PAYMENT TO: 

Ionia Free Fair 

P.O. Box 96  

Ionia MI, 48846 

Livestock Beef Cattle  4 


